ORD-2014-0616 (SW-14-007)
PMD

REPORT OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

APPLICATION FOR SIGN WATVER SW-14-007

Location:

Real Estate Number:

Waiver Sought:

Current Zoning:

Current Land Use Category:
Planning District:

City Council Representative:

Owner:

Agent:

Staff Recommendation:

OCTOBER 21, 2014

7403 Merrill Road

Between Lansdowne Drive and Wycombe Drive
West

119664-0000

Allow for internal illumination

Commercial Office (CO)
Residential-Professional-Institutional (RPI )
Greater Arlington/Beaches, District 2

The Honorable Clay Yarborough, District 1
Tony Hassert

7403 Merrili Road

Jacksonville, Florida 32277

Claudia Knight

1001 Washington Avenue

Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043

DENY

GENERAL INFORMATION

Application for Sign Waiver Ordinance 2014-0616 (SW-14-007) seeks to allow for internal
illumination on a new sign. A diagram of the sign is included in the application. The site is
within a CO zoning district and the RPI functional land use classification as defined by the
Future Land Use Map Series (FLUMs) contained within the Future Land Use Element (FLUE)
as adopted by the 2030 Comprehensive Plan.
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NOTICE TO OWNER / AGENT

Section 656.1310, Ordinance Code, sets forth procedures and criteria for evaluating waivers of
the Part 13 sign regulations. Section 656.1302 of the Ordinance Code defines a sign as “a
painting, structure, projected image, or device which is placed, erected, or constructed or
maintained on or in the ground or water, or on or outside of an enclosed building, boat, ship,
vessel or other object or structure or affixed or painted on or inside an exterior window of a
building for the purpose of display, information, advertisement or attraction of the attention of
persons, including posters, pictures, pictorial or reading matter and a letter, word, model, device
or representation used in the nature of an advertisement, announcement, attraction or
direction...”

STANDARDS, CRITERIA AND FINDINGS

Pursuant to Section 656.1310(a) and Section 656.133(c), Ordinance Code, an Application for
Sign Waiver shall be evaluated in relation to the spirt and intent of the Zoning Code, considering
the following criteria as applicable:

1. The effect of the sign waiver is compatible with the existing contiguous signage or zoning
and consistent with the general character of the area considering population, density,
scale, and orientation of the structures in the area;

No. The subject property is in the Commercial Office (CO) Zoning District and is on a
major thoroughfare. All of the CO zoned properties along this road are former single
family residences that have been converted to business offices but retain their original
character that is residential. The proposed sign replaces an existing sign that is larger and
is more visually objectionable than the new one. However, this would be the only

internally illuminated sign in the CO zoning district along Merrill Road and is not in
character.

2. The result will not detract from the specific intent of the Zoning Code by promoting the
continued existence of nonconforming signs that exist in the vicinity;

To the contrary, approval of this request would provide a precedent that the City would
be obliged to follow. The cumulative effect of similar requests on all of the properties
would result in a transformation of the visual character of the CO propetties from
residential to more intensive commercial.

3. The effect of the proposed waiver will not diminish property values in, or negatively alter
the aesthetic character of the area surrounding the site, and will not substantially

interfere with or injure the rights of others whose property would be affected by the
same;
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Yes. The cumulative effect of similar requests would impact the visual effect of the CO-

zoned properties and could impact adjoining residential properties by peripheral
illumination of adjoining residential uses.

The waiver will not have a detrimental effect on vehicular or pedestrian traffic or parking
conditions, or result in the creation of objectionable or excessive light, glare, shadows or
other effects, taking into account existing uses and zoning in the vicinity; '

Yes. The cumulative impact of similar signs could create objectionable or excessive light
or glare to adjoining residential properties and would negatively impact the visual
character of the corridor.

The proposed waiver will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare, and
will not result in additional public expense, creation of nuisances, or cause conflict with
any other applzcable law;

Yes. Staff has rev1ewed the request and the proposed sign typc in relatlons]np to the
development of the site and surrounding area. Due to the layout of the site and character
of the area, staff has determined that the requested internal illumination could detract
from the specific intent of the zoning ordinance as it relates to compat1b111ty, or health,
safety and welfare. :

The subject property exhibits specific physical limitations or characteristics, which are
unique to the site, and would make imposition of the strict letter of the regulation unduly
burdensome;

‘No. The sign may be located without internal illumination.

The request is not based exclusively upon a desire to reduce the costs associated with
compliance and is the request the minimum necessary fo obtain a reasonable
communication of one’s message.

No. The request does not decrease the costs associated with compliance.

. If the request is the result of a violation that has existed for a considerable length of time
without receiving a citation, whether the violation that exists a result of construction that
occurred prior to the applicant’s acquisition of the property, and not being a direct result
of the actzons of the current owner.

No. The request is not a result of an existing violation. This i is for a replacement sign on
an already developed site. :

The request accomplishes a compelling public interest, such as, for example, furthering
the preservation of natural resources by saving a tree or trees...
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No. There is no compelling public interest or benefit, The internal illumination benefits
only the business establishment.

10. Strict compliance with the regulation will create a substantial financial burden when
considering the cost of compliance.

Not applicable.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Upon visual inspection of the subject property on September 15, 2014 by the Planning and
Development Department the required Notice of Public Hearing sign was posted.

Xl
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Figure 1. Subject property viewed looking northwest from Merrill Road showing
existing non-illuminated sign at location of proposed sign and notice sign is posted.
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RECOMMENDATION

Based on the foregoing, it is the recommendation of the Planning and Development Department
that Application Sign Waiver SW-14-007 is DENIED.
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APPLICATION FOR

SIGN WAIVER

This application must be typed or printed in black

Ordinance Number;
Application Number: SW- 4 - =7
Notice of Violation:

and submitted in person with three (3) other copies
for a total of four (4) copies.

Planning and Development Department,
Zoning Section

Ed Ball Building

214 North Hogan Street, 2.4Floor
Jacksonville, Florida 32202

FOR INFORMATION REGARDING THIS FORM, CALL: (904) 255.7865,
TO BE COMPLETED BY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT ONLY

e 1

1. Date Submitted: 2. Date Filed: 3. Current Zoning | 4. Future Land Use | 5. Applicable
District{s): Ma Section of
Category Ordinance Code:
{FLUMSs): (56.5% i3
7-21-14 (%2)-14 CO | gex (X0
6. LUZ Public Hearing Date: ' - 7. 14- 7. City Council Public Hearing Date: / /

8. Neighborhood Association (If Applicable):

9. Number of Signs To Be Posted: 2‘

TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT

10. Complete Property Address:

13. Between Streets: /. ansdbggg& (Cormer )

7403 Mertill R Toclesonuitle A 32277 ana Merrll Bt

11. Real Estate Number: /{§ &éY-0000
12. Date lot was recorded: _ /) / 2'_?' / ﬁ 5

14. Application being sought:

Increase maximuem height of sign from

is less.).

Increase maximum size of sign from

whichever is less).

Increase number of signs from
I/A!Iow for illumination or change from

Reduce minimum set back from

to fi. (Not to Exceed 20% or 5 fi. in height, whichever
SFto SF (Maximum request 25% or 10 Sq. Ft.,
1o (Not 10 exceed maximum square feet allowed).

external to I/ internat lighting:

fi. 10 ft. {Less than | fi. may be granted administratively).
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15. In whose name will the waiver be granted" / Fe ) \/ /A’-SSF/V

Is transferability being requested? Yes / No:

17. Utility Services Provider
i6. f.and Area(1/100 Acres):

. well: sl City Water: Tz a.aés;mlw'//
: Z3 Septic Tank: A, /4' City Sewer: ;‘f,‘:;aé;soyw/ fe,

* * NOTICE TO OWNER/AGENT/APPLICANT * * *

Section 636.13 10, Ordinance Code, sets forth procedures and criteria for evaluating waivers of the Part 13 sign
regulations. Section 656.1310 of the Ordinance Code defines a sign as "« painting, struciure or device which is
placed, erected, constructed or maintained on or in the ground, or on or oulside of an enclosed building or other
object or structure or affixed or painted on or inside an exterior window of a building for the purpose of
displaying, information, advertisement or atiraction of the attention of persons, including posters, pictures,
pictarial or reading matter and a letter, word, model, device or representation used in the nature of an
advertisement, announcement, ailraction or direction.”

Section 656,1310(a)i) through (x), Ordinance Code, provides that, with respect to action upon Applications for
Sign Waivers, the City Council shall gram a waiver only if substantial competent evidence exlsts to suppott a
positive finding based on each of the following criteria as applicable:

18. Provide answers 1o the following questions pertaining 1o the standards and criteria. You may attach a separate
sheet if necessary. (Please aote that failure by the applicam to adequately substantiate the need for the
waiver and to meet the criteria set forth below may result in a denml)

1. Will the effect of the sign waiver be compa tlble with the existing contignous signage or toning snd
consistent with the general character of the area considering population, density, scale, and orientation of
the structures in the area?

yes

2. Would the result detract from the specific intent of the zoning ordinance by promoting the continued
existence of nonconforming signs that exist in the vicinity?

Afo

3. Could the effect of the proposed waiver diminish propcfty values in, or negatively alter the aesthetic
character of the area surrounding the site, and could such waiver substantially interfere with or injure the
rights of others whose property would be affected by the same.

O

4. Would the waiver have a detrimental effect on vehicular traffic or parking conditions, or result in the
creation of objectionable or excessive light, glare, shadows or other effects, taking into account existing
uses and zoning in the vicinity?

A O
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5. Is the proposed waiver detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare, or could such waiver result in
additional pablic expense, creation of nuisances, or cause conflict with any other applicable law?

N

6. Does the subject property exhibit specific physical limitations or characteristics, which would be unigue
ta the site and which would make imposition of the strict letter of the regulation unduly burdensomne?

Mo

7. Is the request hased exclusively upon a desire to reduce the costs associated with compliance and is the
reguest the minimum necessary 1o obtain a reasonable communication of one’s message?

S

3. Is the request the resalt of a violation that has existed for a considerable leagth of time without receiving
a citation and if so, is the violation that exists a result of construction that occurred prior to the applicanis
acquiring the property, ot being a direct result of the actions of the carreat owner?

Mo

9. Does the request accomplish a compelling public interest, such as, for example, furthering the
preservation of natural resources by saving a tree or trees?

10. Would strict compliance with the regulatior create a substantial financial burden when considering the
cost of compliance?

Ao

19. Attachments - One of each of the following should be included in each copy of the application, providing
for four (4) complete copies. All copies, with the exception of the 2 required large site plans, should be
on 8 /2" x 11" paper.

___Survey
___ Site Plan as required per instructions. (AH copies on 8% x 11 and 2 copieson 11 x 17 or l#rger)

——Letter of Authorization for Agent is required if any person other than the property owner makes the
application.

___Legal description may be either lot and block, including book and page numbers, or metes and bounds
descriptions; and either shall include real estate assessment number(s) of the subject property.

—.Photographs of sign structure showing nonconforming nature and physical impediments to compliance
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___If waiver is based on economic hardship, applicant must submit the following:
~Two estimates from licensed contractors stating the cost of bringing the sign structure into compliance; and
-Any other information the applicant wished to have considered in connection to the waiver request.

____ Proof .of Ownership

(Note: the Council may, as 2 condition of the waiver, specify a time period within which the sign structure shall
be required o conform to the requirements of the City’s sign regulations.)

*++ NOTICE TO OWNER / AGENT ***

Please review your application. All spaces noted as “TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT” must be filled in for
the application to be accepted,

No application will be accepted as “Complete and filed” until all the requested information has been supplied and the
required fee has been paid. The acceptance of an application as being complete does not guarantee its approval by the City
Council. You (or your agent) must be present at the public hearing.

Required signs received at the time of payment must be posted on the property within five (5) working days after the filing
of this application. The sign(s) must remain posted znd maintained until 2 final determination has been made on the
application. An advertising fee will be charged by the Daily Record and a separate bil} must be paid by the applicant or
agent. Proof of natice of publication must be submitted to City Council Legislative Services, 117 West Duval Street,
Sukte 430, Jacksonville, Florida 32202, (984) 630-1404, PRIOR TO THE HEARING.

Also. an agent's letter of authorization must be attached if the application is not signed by the owner of record and also if
someane attends the meeting on the applicant's behalf without prior authorization.

FILING FEES
' ; NOTIFICATION COSTS:
RESIDENTIAL $7.00 PER ADDRESSEE
DISTRICTS..coviemvenrenre--. 39835.00
NON-RESIDENTIAL ADVERTISING COSTS:
DISTRICTS..cccrveviraeaens - $927.00 BILLED TO OWNER /AGENT

*+* Applications filed to correct existing zoning violations are subject to a double fee, ***

Appfication for Sign Waiver 130927 doc
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P HEREBY CERTIFY THAT 1 HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND the information
contained in this application, that | am the owner or authorized agent for the owner with
authority to make this application, and that all of the information contained in this
application, including the attachments, is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

PLEASE PRINT:

Name and address of Owner(s) Name and address of Authorized Agent(s)
Name: 7;:7 o #ﬂ'ﬁséf‘% Name: d&udt. KUJGU'T’
Address: 7403 Merri il RA Address: |00 WorHumyinr v

City: ﬁféSdNﬁ’f"//L‘ City: G aren Core ﬁ’u—ﬁ

( State: ﬂoﬂ%&Zip: SA37 7 State: L Zip: 220¥3

Email: %Xasserfggm.ﬁ/. Cons Eman:gguagkcrd@ LOPAS P Cave

Daytime Telephone: 704-234-6540  Daytime Telephone: Fo¥-537-M e

e

SIGNATURF OF OWNER: SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED AGENT(S)
The Agent’s letter of authorization must be attached if
application is not signed by the owner of record

T
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EXHIBIT A

Property Ownership Affidavit

Date: Navy, 22,201y

City of Jacksonville
City Council / Planning and Development Department

117 West Duval Street, 4* Fioor / Ed Ball Building, 214 North Hogan Street, Suite 300,

Jacksonviile, Florida 32202
Re: Ownership Certification

Gentleman:

I ﬁ?{y %55 f/“?é

the Owner of the property described in the attached legal description, Exhibit 1in

connection with filing application(s) for _Si ey wAl €.

Development Department.

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF DUVAL

, submitted to the Jacksonville Planning and

The foregoing affidavit was swomn and subscribed before me this _ 24~ day of

_Aﬂa‘%_,__(mumh). 2.0k (year)by .

AnJhany Heooseed

produced s D

who is personally known to me or has

as identification.

(Notary*Signature) 3\

Application for Sign Waiver 130927 .doc

TAHIRAH HAMILTON
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A
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=
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s 4t

L

=a

L

hereby certify that [ am

otaty Pubhc - State ol Flotida
y Comm. Expires May 12,2015
Commission # EE 53620




EXHIBIT B |
Agent Authorization

Date: _ Muy T2 200
City of Jacksonville City Council / Planning and Development Department 117 West

Duval Street, 4= Floor / Ed Ball Building, 214 North Hogan Street, Suite 300,
Jacksonville, Fiorida 32202

Re: Agent Authorization for the following site location:

Y03 Meertl) @ - Seft. 3T A€ Y- 00006
Gentleman: |
You arc hereby advised that the undersigned is the owner of the property described in
Exhibit 1 attached hereto. Said owner hereby authorizes and empowers

a‘,(u(,t Kutbl«n‘ o« )"’“'H"-C\'C -Sigu\: to act as

agent to file application(s) for _ SteN psat v e~

for the above referenced property and in connection with such authorization to file such

applications, papers, documents, requests and other matters necessary for such requested

change. %’w /i §,\/

(@hmer’s Sigrahuwey

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF DUVAL

The foregoing affidavit was sworn and subscribed before me this 2 Z. _ dayof

M ) (month), 20/Y _ (year) by o4 ndhg. g HGSsert

who is personally known to me or has produced | AR Y as

identification.
e S 1 W~
(Notary Signature)

SRR, TAHIRAS HAMILTON

EINNE  Natary Publie - State of Florida
. ﬂ *Z My Comen. Expires May 12, 2015
5 £ Commission # EE 93620
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